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Knowledge and Reality 
Persistence 

Primary Readings 
• (!) Hawley, K., ‘Temporal Parts’, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 
• (!) Hawthorne, J., ‘Three dimensionalism vs. four dimensionalism’, in 

Hawthorne, J., Sider, T., and Zimmerman, D., Contemporary Debates in 
Metaphysics, Blackwell (2007). 

• (!) Jarvis Thompson, J., ‘Parthood and Identity Across Time’, Journal of 
Philosophy, 80 (1983), pp. 201–20.  

• (!) Sider, T., ‘All the world’s a stage’, Australasian Journal of Philosophy 74 
(1996) pp. 433-453.  

• Oslon, E., ‘The paradox of increase’, Monist 89 (2006). 
• van Inwagen, P., ‘Four dimensional objects’, Nous 24 (1990), pp. 245-255.  
• Heller, M., ‘Temporal parts of four-dimensional objects’, Philosophical Studies 

46 (1984), pp. 323-34. 
• Merricks, T., ‘Endurance and Indiscerniblity’, Journal of Philosophy 91 (1994), 

pp. 165-184.  
• Lewis, D., ‘Survival and Identity’, in Philosophical Papers vol. 1, OUP (1983). 

(especially postscript B).  

• Sider, T., ‘Four-Dimensionalism’, Philosophical Review 106, pp.197–231 
(1997). 

• Sider, T., Four Dimensionalism, OUP (2001).  
• Zimmerman, D., `Temporary Intrinsics and Presentism', in van Inwagen P., and 

Zimmerman, D. (eds.), Metaphysics: The Big Questions, Blackwell (1998), 
pp. 206-19. 

 
Background Readings:  
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Questions:  
(1) How do objects persist – by enduring or by perduring?  
(2) Is there a real puzzle about how objects can persist over time and yet 

change? If so, how should it be resolved?  
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